
STUDYING A SOCIAL MOVEMENT 

Worksheet 

Guidelines/Checksheet for the Oral Report on a Social Movement 

Organization 

The following should be part of your presentation: 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Background (unless you are studying a brand-new movement, this information 

will mainly be drawn from your literature review) 

1. Identify the movement—its name, founding date, and goals. 

2. What were the preconditions for the emergence of this movement 

organization? 

a. Long-term societal, institutional, or political changes 

b. Energizing event(s) 

3. How did the movement organization form and evolve over time? 

a. What program or ideology did activists offer? 
b. What was the early command structure of the movement 

organization like? 
c. What were its relations with its environment like? 

B. Prospective Summary of the Report 

II. METHODS 
A. Briefly describe the field research you did. Which team members did what sorts 

of interviews, observed what sorts of meetings or events, analyzed documents and 
records, and so on? 

B. It is extremely important to protect the privacy and dignity of the people whom 
you are studying (unless they are major public figures). Therefore, in your oral 
report, be sure to use pseudonyms instead of the real names of the people you 
interviewed and to whom you promised anonymity. You might need to disguise 



their identity in other ways, as well. See your instructor if you have questions 
about the issue of anonymity. 

III. THE MOVEMENT ORGANIZATION TODAY 

A. Its program: what goals is it attempting to achieve, and what means of achieving them are 
preferred? 

1. Any changes in the program or ideology (goals, tactics, and strategies) 
from what it was at the movement organization’s founding? If so, what 
was changed, and what is the rationale for the changes? 

2. What sorts of internal disagreements are there over the program? How are 
these resolved – if at all? 

B. Its command structure: how are decisions made and implemented? 

1. Is it bureaucratically structured (full-time salaried officials, written 
constitution, by-laws, rules and procedures, and so on)? Is it highly 
centralized (for example, local units and individuals have little say or 
control)? Or is it structured in some other way? 

2. What disputes arise over who’s in charge and over the replacement of 
leaders? How are power struggles resolved? 

3. What resources are available (number of members, resources and 
characteristics of members, income and assets, and so on)? 

4. What sorts of disputes arise over the allocation of resources? How are 
these resolved? 

C. Relations with its environment: how does it cope with others’ images of it and 
with others’ attempts to control it? 
1. What do key opinion makers (media commentators, spokespersons for 

business, education, religion, and so on) think of the movement 
organization? How does it attempt to influence or control opinion makers? 

2. What and how do authorities (police, government administrators, courts, 
legislators, and so on) think of and react to the movement organization? 
How does it attempt to influence or control them? 

3. What and how do competitors (for example, other movement 
organizations that are part of the broader movement) think of and respond 
to your movement organization? How does it attempt to influence or 
control them? 

4. How does it deal with opponents, and how do they respond? 
5. How does the general public feel about the movement organization? (For 

example, has the movement organization experienced sharp and 
continuing increases – or drops – in membership? Have there been other 
signs of support, neutrality, or opposition?) How does it attempt to 
influence and recruit new members from the general public? 

D. Outcomes: what impact has it had on society and/or on its members? 

1. Characterize the current outcome of the movement organization: 
acceptance or rejection by the public and/or authorities? New advantages, 



such as desired laws and treatment? Or punishment and vilifications from 
the public and/or authorities? 

2. How do activists themselves view their efforts, and what do they foresee 
for the future of the movement? 

IV. CONCLUSION 

A. Retrospective summary of findings 
B. Analyze (in other words, explain) the fate of your SMO in terms of the polity 

members’ responses, images, authorities’ stances, and organizational structure. 
Note that your explanation is extremely important. If you fail to do it thoroughly 
and cogently, you may fail the project no matter how much effort you put into 
research and preparing for the presentation. 

 


