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INTERGROUP ATTITUDES AMOUNG YOUTH ADDRESSED BY LEADING 

DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGISTS 
 

Research published in special issue of  
International Journal of Behavioral Development from SAGE 

 
Los Angeles, London, New Delhi, and Singapore (October 23, 2007) – Cross-group friendships have a 
positive effect on intergroup attitudes among children and adolescents, according to a new issue of the 
International Journal of Behavioral Development, published this month.  
 
A collection of twelve wide-ranging papers from developmental and social psychologists, the themed issue 
addresses the establishment of intergroup attitudes and social exclusion in childhood and adolescence, the 
development of social identity, and the reduction of children’s intergroup bias. The articles provide a new 
insight into how prejudice derives from a person’s development, examining where bad intergroup relations 
come from, and how children’s intergroup bias can be reduced. The findings suggest a positive relationship 
between cross-group friendships and intergroup attitudes:  

 
“…dual identity (i.e. attachment to a subgroup and a shared common group) may be instrumental in 
promoting positive intergroup attitudes” (Rutland, Abrams and Levy 2007). 
 
“Intergroup relations remains the issue of our time,” commented William Bukowski, Editor, International 
Journal of Behavioral Development. “The initial proposal itself landed on my desk on the same day of the 
July 2005 London bombings, which highlights the urgency and importance of this topic, and the insights 
these papers can give to improving intergroup relations among children and adolescents.” 
 
Articles in the International Journal of Behavioral Development special issue are listed online at 
http://jbd.sagepub.com/content/vol31/issue5/. To receive a PDF copy of any of the articles, please send an 
email to mithu.mukherjee@sagepub.co.uk. 
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SAGE is a leading international publisher of journals, books, and electronic media for academic, 
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The official journal of the International Society for the Study of Behavioural Development, the International 
Journal of Behavioral Development, published by SAGE, exists to promote the discovery, dissemination 
and application of knowledge about developmental processes at all stages of the life span - infancy, 
childhood, adolescence, adulthood and old age. http://jbd.sagepub.com 
 

 


