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GROWTH IN ADHD MEDICATION USE DUE TO IMPROVED ADHD  
IDENTIFICATION IN ADULT AND FEMALE PATIENTS STUDY RESULTS  

REPORTED IN SAGE PUBLICATION’S JOURNAL OF ATTENTION DISORDERS 
 
Los Angeles, London, New Delhi, and Singapore - (June 7, 2007)  Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD) has been traditionally viewed as a childhood disorder, while ADHD in adults has been 
underdiagnosed and undertreated. A recent study shows that treatment rates have been increasing in all 
age groups, and improved identification has contributed to rapidly growing treatment rates for adults. 
Female patients show the greatest increase of all. 
 
The study, published by SAGE in the May issue of the Journal of Attention Disorders, revealed rapid 
growth of ADHD medication use in all demographic groups except seniors, with some groups showing 
markedly faster rates than others. Between 2000 and 2005, treatment rates grew more rapidly for adults 
than for children, more rapidly for women than for men, and more rapidly for girls than for boys.  
 
Improved diagnosis of ADHD in adult and female patients contributed to the rapid growth in ADHD 
medication use. The study found that there were many changes in the types of medications used, as well. 
Researchers found that methylphenidate and dextroamphetamine use declined for both children and adults, 
the use of amphetamine mixtures increased for adults, atomoxetine use (introduced in 2002) grew rapidly 
across both groups, use of extended-release products increased in children more dramatically than adults, 
and generic ADHD medication use declined significantly in pediatric patients while remaining relatively 
stable in adults. 
 
Research in the field of attention continues to grow. This study is indicative of the type of important data 
published in the Journal of Attention Disorders, written by leaders in the field and helpful for both 
professionals and those who must live with attention disorders every day. 
 
The article, “Trends in Medication Treatment for ADHD” can be accessed at no charge in the Journal of 
Attention Disorders for a limited time at http://jad.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/10/4/335  
 

## 
About Journal of Attention Disorders: 
The Journal of Attention Disorders is the only journal that focuses on basic and applied research 
concerning attention disorders and related functions in children, adolescents, and adults. Articles are written 
by leaders in the field and cover topics such as diagnosis, practice, policy, and theory. 
http://jad.sagepub.com  
 
About SAGE:  
SAGE Publications is a leading international publisher of journals, books, and electronic media for 
academic, educational, and professional markets. Since 1965, SAGE has helped inform and educate a 
global community of scholars, practitioners, researchers, and students spanning a wide range of subject 
areas including business, humanities, social sciences, and science, technology and medicine. SAGE 
Publications, a privately owned corporation, has principal offices in Thousand Oaks, California, London, 
United Kingdom, and New Delhi, India. www.sagepublications.com  

 


