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ENCYCLOPEDIA OF LIBERTARIANISM: 
THE INAUGURAL EDITION OF A MAJOR NEW REFERENCE WORK 

 
Los Angeles, London, New Delhi, Singapore, and Washington DC (July 23, 2008) — While libertarian ideas 
have become a significant and increasingly recognized force in political, academic and economic life, there 
has not been a clear and effective way available to view all of their history, components, and impact 
together until now.  
 
The Encyclopedia of Libertarianism, a project of the Cato Institute, tightly weaves all of libertarianism’s 
diverse strands together into one comprehensive work.  This exceptional work has assembled in one 
volume hundreds of succinct, originally written articles by some of the most widely recognized experts in the 
field.  
 
The Encyclopedia provides a commanding, point-by-point understanding of libertarianism and its history by 
illuminating a vast range of economic, social, political, philosophical, cultural, individual, legal, historical, and 
psychological subjects through libertarianism’s optics.  
 
Through the underlying principles of individual liberty and limited government, contemporary libertarian 
scholars have made substantial contributions to fields as diverse as philosophy, law, economics, and 
political theory. The Encyclopedia provides an extensive, original history of libertarianism’s advancements in 
these fields, and contains many entries directly pertaining to libertarian leaders, thinkers, and initiatives. 
 
The Encyclopedia begins with an introductory essay offering an extensive historical and thematic overview 
of key thinkers, events, and publications in the development of libertarian thought.  In addition, a Reader’s 
Guide groups content for researchers and students alike, allowing them to study libertarianism topically, 
biographically and by public policy issue area. 
 
Editor Ronald Hamowy is Professor Emeritus of History at the University of Alberta and a Fellow in Social 
Thought at the Cato Institute. 
 
SAGE is a leading international publisher of journals, books, and electronic media for academic, 
educational, and professional markets. Since 1965, SAGE has helped inform and educate a global 
community of scholars, practitioners, researchers, and students spanning a wide range of subject areas 
including business, humanities, social sciences, and science, technology and medicine. A privately owned 
corporation, SAGE has principal offices in Los Angeles, London, New Delhi, and Singapore. 
www.sagepublications.com 
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