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WHAT ARE THE LONG-TERM CAUSES AND
CONSEQUENCES FOR THE YOUNG HOMELESS?
RESEARCH PUBLISHED BY SAGE IN AMERICAN BEHAVIORAL SCIENTIST

Los Angeles, London, New Delhi, and Singapore (February 5, 2008) — According to recent studies, more
than half of the world’s 6 billion people live in cities, many in overcrowded and ramshackle dwellings, lacking
basic services, such as safe water and adequate sanitation. An additional 100 million are homeless. The US
and Canada are not immune to these problems and it is their children who suffer the most.

The current issue of American Behavioral Scientist, published by SAGE, explores recent research on the
growing social, economic, and human development impacts of homelessness on families—specifically, on
the lives of children and youth. Beginning with a review of recent studies on homelessness, the articles
examine:

the cultural and structural causes of homelessness

long-term consequences of homelessness for children

behavioral and mental health problems associated with homelessness
both higher and lower functioning homeless children

the creation of street families among homeless youth

how homeless youth exit the street

supportive-housing programs for formerly homeless families

“Thousands of homeless young people remain unrecognized and underserved,” write guest editors, Darcy
Varney, and Willem van Vliet of the Children, Youth, and Environments Center, Boulder/Denver. “The work
in this issue illustrates the urgency of bringing researchers, policy makers, and practitioners together to work
toward adequate and affordable shelter for all.”

The current issue of American Behavioral Scientist, entitled, “Homelessness, Children, and Youth:
Research in the United States and Canada,” is available at no charge for a limited time at
http://abs.sagepub.com/content/vol51/issue6/.
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SAGE is a leading international publisher of journals, books, and electronic media for academic,
educational, and professional markets. Since 1965, SAGE has helped inform and educate a global
community of scholars, practitioners, researchers, and students spanning a wide range of subject areas
including business, humanities, social sciences, and science, technology and medicine. A privately owned
corporation, SAGE has principal offices in Los Angeles, London, New Delhi, and Singapore.
www.sagepublications.com

For over 50 years, American Behavioral Scientist has been a valuable source of information, providing in-
depth perspectives on intriguing contemporary topics throughout the social and behavioral sciences. Each
interdisciplinary issue offers comprehensive analysis of a single topic, examining such important and
diverse arenas as sociology, politics, behavioral sciences, communication and media, economics,
education, ethnic studies, terrorism, and public service. http://abs.sagepub.com




