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HEALTH PROMOTION PRACTICE PUBLISHERS SPECIAL ISSUE 
ON SEXUAL ASSAULT PREVENTION PROGRAMS 

 
Los Angeles, London, New Delhi, Singapore and Washington DC (January 28, 2009) The Society for Public 
Health Education (SOPHE), in collaboration with the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s 
(CDC) Division of Violence Prevention, today announces the availability of a supplemental issue of Health 
Promotion Practice (published by SAGE) entitled “Evaluating Sexual Violence Prevention Programs.” The 
collection of peer-reviewed articles addresses some of the most pressing issues currently facing sexual 
violence prevention programs and adds to the important body of research in the field. 
 
While most sexual assault programs focus on preventing repeated sexual victimization, the CDC Division of 
Violence Prevention promotes the adoption of policies and practices that effectively prevent violence before 
it occurs.  
 
“Sexual violence is a public health burden that drains our nation’s human, economic, and health resources,” 
explains Rita Noonan, PhD, co-editor of the supplement and behavioral scientist at the CDC National 
Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Division of Violence Prevention. “This issue highlights CDC’s work 
with four programs to prevent first-time perpetration of male sexual violence to not only ensure youth safety 
but also to avoid long-term behavioral consequences such as sexual aggression.” 
 
“Evaluating Sexual Violence Prevention Programs” describes the background, implementation, and findings 
of four existing programs involved in a three-year CDC-supported empowerment evaluation to build their 
capacity. CDC chose to work with existing programs around the country because of the growing recognition 
that most prevention efforts in research institutions do not often get adopted in practice.   
 
Empowerment evaluation expert, Robert Goodman, PhD, Dean, School of Health, Physical Education, and 
Recreation, of Indiana University, Bloomington, and co-editor of the journal issue, worked with the programs 
to help build their capacity using principles known as empowerment evaluation. Empowerment evaluation is 
“designed to help people help themselves and improve their programs through the use of self-evaluation 
and reflection.”  
 
The project demonstrated that putting program stakeholders in charge of their evaluation design and 
implementation builds a solid link between program evaluation and program improvement. This 
supplemental issue of Health Promotion Practice is available free of charge for a limited time for journalists 
to access at http://hpp.sagepub.com/content/vol10/1_suppl/.  
 

### 
 
Health Promotion Practice (HPP) publishes authoritative, peer-reviewed articles devoted to the practical 
application of health promotion and education. The journal is unique in its focus on critical and strategic 
information for professionals engaged in the practice of developing, implementing, and evaluating health 
promotion and disease prevention programs. To learn more about HPP and to order a copy of “Evaluating 
Sexual Violence Prevention Programs,” visit http://hpp.sagepub.com/.  
 
Founded in 1950, the Society for Public Health Education’s mission is to provide leadership to the 
profession of public health education and to contribute to the health of all people and the elimination of 
disparities through advances in health education theory and research, excellence in professional 
preparation and practice, and advocacy for public policies conducive to health. For more information, visit 
www.sophe.org. 
 



SAGE is a leading international publisher of journals, books and electronic media for academic, educational, 
and professional markets. Since 1965, SAGE has helped inform and educate a global community of 
scholars, practitioners, researchers, and students spanning a wide range of subject areas including 
business, humanities, social sciences, and science, technology and medicine. SAGE has principal offices in 
Los Angeles, London, New Delhi, Singapore and Washington DC. www.sagepublications.com 

 


