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EXPLORE HOW THE DIVINE GUIDES CULTURE 
 IN SAGE REFERENCE’S NEW  

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RELIGIOUS AND SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT
 
Thousand Oaks, CA, USA (May 26, 2005) – In today’s global society, it’s clear that religion and spirituality 
foster peace and unity, as well as fear, hatred, and even war.  It’s critical that we push to understand 
other faith traditions, and the factors that create positive and healthy religious and spiritual development.  
  
Leading the trend in exploring the contrasts between world religions and spiritualities is SAGE 
Reference’s unprecedented new Encyclopedia of Religious and Spiritual Development.  Focusing on the 
development of, and the many links between, religiosity and spirituality in the first two decades of life, the 
encyclopedia spotlights the contributions religious beliefs make to personal and social progress in youth. 
  
Written by an international team of leading theorists and thinkers, the highly accessible A-to-Z entries 
cover how spirituality affects human identity and moral development, as well as how religion relates to 
civic engagement around the world.  The Encyclopedia of Religious and Spiritual Development explores 
such diverse categories as: 
 

• Art  
• Concepts  
• Health  
• Leading Figures  
• Nature  
• Places  
• Practices  
• Organizations  
• Supports/Contexts  
• Texts  
• Traditions  
• Theory  
 

Ideal for students of developmental psychology, family studies and spiritual and moral education, the 
Encyclopedia of Religious and Spiritual Development provides a window into the many fascinating and 
complex phenomena and people figuring into the development of religiousness and spirituality.  
  
Co-editor Elizabeth Dowling is the Director of Research for The ImagineNations Group.   
Co-editor W. George Scarlett is an assistant professor and deputy chair of the Eliot-Pearson Department 
of Child Development at Tufts University.  
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About SAGE: 
SAGE Publications (www.sagepublications.com) is a leading international publisher of journals, books and 
electronic media for academic, educational, and professional markets. Since 1965, SAGE Publications has 
helped inform and educate a global community of scholars, practitioners, researchers, and students.  SAGE 
Publications, a privately owned corporation, has principal offices in Thousand Oaks, California; London, 
United Kingdom; and New Delhi, India. 
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