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AN UNPRECEDENTED REFERENCE FROM THE LEADING PUBLISHER IN THE FIELD: 
SAGE’S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF SOCIAL THEORY

 
Thousand Oaks, CA, USA (April 27, 2004) – Humans have assessed the nature of social relations and 
social organization for thousands of years. But only in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries did social 
relations and society become a single topic of formal study.  Today, the discipline of social theory has 
“gone global,” reaching beyond its traditional focus on economics, philosophy, and sociology to 
encompass relevant modern fields such as media and cultural studies. 
 
SAGE’s new two-volume set, the Encyclopedia of Social Theory is the only comprehensive reference to 
focus on the developments, achievements, and prospects of social theory from its inception in the 
eighteenth century to the present.  From historical forces shaping the field – such as capitalism, political 
revolutions, the Industrial Revolution, and scientific thought, to cutting-edge topics like globalization, 
consumption and actor network theory – this resource covers it all. 
 
Edited by internationally renowned scholar George Ritzer, this indispensable reference presents 300+ 
entries written by a team of over 200 international scholars.  All the key theories behind them are 
presented in the context needed to understand the strengths and weaknesses.  In-depth information is 
also provided on important concepts, schools and figures in social theory.  Here’s a glance at the entries: 
 

• Economic Sociology 
• Enlightenment 
• Feminism 
• Marxist Theory 

• Method and Metatheory 
• Multiculturalism 
• Politics and Government 
• Postmodernism 

 
The Encyclopedia of Social Theory is a must-have resource ideal for both students and teachers of 
sociology, economics, philosophy, anthropology, political science, women’s studies, cultural studies, 
psychoanalysis, and media theory. 
 
Editor George Ritzer is Distinguished University Professor at the University of Maryland.  His most recent 
books include The McDonaldization of Society (New Century Edition, Pine Forge), Enchanting a 
Disenchanted World (Pine Forge), and with Barry Smart, The Handbook of Social Theory (Sage). 
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About SAGE:  
SAGE Publications (www.sagepub.com) is a leading international publisher of journals, books and 
electronic media for scholarly, educational and professional markets. Since 1965, SAGE has helped inform 
and educate a global community of scholars, practitioners, researchers, and students.  SAGE Publications, 
a privately owned corporation, has principal offices in Thousand Oaks, California; London, United Kingdom; 
and New Delhi. 
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