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EXPLORE CITIES AND THEIR DEVELOPMENT IN 

SAGE REFERENCE’S ESSENTIAL NEW 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN URBAN HISTORY 

 
Thousand Oaks, California, London, United Kingdom, New Delhi, India (SEPTEMBER 5, 2006) – “Urban 
history” is a phenomenon of post-World War II study, but it wasn’t until the 1970s that the field generated 
a body of research significant enough to need its own scholarly journal. Today, a generation after path-
breaking scholarship re-oriented and enlightened our perception of the American city, SAGE Reference 
presents the unprecedented Encyclopedia of American Urban History. 
 
Focusing on the rise of urban America during the past 150 years, this wide-ranging and interdisciplinary 
new reference source is both a valuable summary and an interpretation of the field. Two-volumes feature 
concise, highly-readable A-to-Z entries examining the scale of cities, the types of people living there, the 
diversity of activities available, and the technology that directed changes to cities. 
 
The expert team of contributors defines “urban" broadly. They look at all suburban environments, and 
even something new and literally far out, called, "penurbia," exploring issues of economics, geography, 
anthropology, politics, and sociology. Whether the topics were hot in the 1960s and 1970s – like intercity 
rivalry, the origin of public services, and social and economic mobility – or modern items – such as 
women’s urban institutions and the symbolic meanings of the built environment – this dynamic 
encyclopedia covers them all. 
 
All public and academic libraries will want to add SAGE’s fundamental Encyclopedia of American 
Urban History to their collections to help urban historians and other social science researchers ground 
and inspire future research in the field.  
 
David Goldfield is the Robert Lee Bailey Professor of History at the University of North Carolina, 
Charlotte. 
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