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Schizophrenia continues to rate as one of the most devastating disorders afflicting mankind.
Traditionally, it has been observed that about 1% of the population develops schizophrenia. But
in some sense, the health burden is even greater than this meager statistic can convey.
Schizophrenia destroys individual lives and overwhelms families. Though much more about this
illness has been learned over the last 50 years and while a variety of treatments have been
advanced and touted, the fact remains the percentage of individuals with schizophrenia has not
declined at all. Most puzzling about this reality is that professional mental health providers are
better trained, the general public knows more about schizophrenia than at any other time in
history, and the amount of money spent on this illness has grown significantly over that time
period. (The cost of antipsychotic medication alone may now exceed $10 billion annually.) When
added to the amount of resources spent on residential care, emergency room visits, legal
problems, lost productivity, and so on, the overall healthcare costs are breathtaking in impact.
Adding yet further to the burden, people with schizophrenia die earlier by about a decade, have
higher instances of drug abuse, and are significantly more likely to be involved in violent crime.
This special issue seeks to further clarify what is known about this disorder and looks for answers
to some of these thorny concerns.

Manuscript submissions may include, but are not limited to:
Medication management strategies

Novel treatment delivery systems

Economics of care

Schizophrenia and the legal system

Data-based manuscripts and state-of-the science/critical literature reviews preferred.

Manuscripts can be submitted online at

http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/japna



http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/japna

MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION

Manuscripts must be submitted electronically at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/japna,
where authors will be required to set up an online account in the SAGETRACK system
powered by ScholarOne. When submitting a manuscript, in your cover letter, please
indicate that you are submitting the paper for this special issue.

For manuscript guidelines please visit the journal online
and click on Manuscript Submission Guidelines.

|http://japna.sagepub.coml

EDITORIAL CONTACT INFORMATION
Contact the co-guest editor for questions about topics or works in progress for this special
issue:

Norman L. Keltner, EdD, APRN

Professor and Chair

Department of Nursing

California State University, Bakersfield

Bakersfield, CA 93311

661-654-3110 (office)

nkeltner@csub.edu

ABOUT THE JOURNAL

The Journal of the American Psychiatric Nurses Association (JAPNA) provides
quality, up-to-date information to promote psychiatric nursing, improve mental health
care for culturally diverse individuals, families, groups, and communities, as well as
shape health care policy for the delivery of mental health services. JAPNA, a peer-
reviewed journal, not only publishes original research and practice-focuses articles, but
also features editorials, interviews, briefings, and letters to the editors. The journal's
expert content provides psychiatric nurses with the newest effective nursing practices,
innovative therapeutic approaches, significant information trends, and useful, clinically-
focused research in psychiatric-mental health nursing and its related subspecialties.
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