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Much has been said about the complexity of teaching and the need for 

research that reflects that complexity.  It follows that teacher learning 

and teacher education are similarly complex, yet we know relatively 

little about the particulars of such. Who is doing the work of teacher 

education, and what qualifies them to do such work? What influences 

shape the roles and practices of teacher educators? How do contexts 

matter in the ways teacher educators learn and develop? What 

practices characterize the work of teacher educators? How do teacher 

educators learn to do their work?  What forms of knowledge do 

teacher educators use that differ from those used by teachers in 

general, and how do these forms of knowledge develop?  How might 

accountability policies influence the education of teacher educators 

and their ongoing work? And what might high-quality preparation of 

teacher educators entail? What are relationships between research 

and practice related to the development of teacher educators?  

  

For this issue, we invite research and/or conceptual articles focused 

on the preparation, practices, and professional development of 

teacher educators as distinct from that of teachers. 
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Performance Assessment of Teaching:  

Implications for Teacher Education 

Volume 65.5 

Calls for performance assessments of teaching pervade the current discourse on education, 

and a range of examples of performance assessment systems are now in use (including but 

not limited to PACT and edTPA).  

 

What are the relationships between these assessments and teacher education, either 

conceptually or in terms of outcomes?  What might/can/should they be? What do we know 

about their use in the context of teacher education, and what do we need to know?  What 

differences may exist across novice teachers and expert teachers with respect to 

performance assessment, and how does that impact their professional learning? How do 

policies related to performance assessment of teachers affect opportunities for teacher 

learning? How do performance assessments of teachers in schools map onto assessment of 

teacher education programs, or how don’t they? What are the implications of the relationships 

between for-profit companies, university teacher education programs, researchers, states, 

and professional organizations with respect to performance assessments of teachers? What 

is the relationship between assessment criteria and the research on teaching and learning, 

and what are its implications for teacher education? How do states make decisions to move 

to statewide teacher assessment systems? What potential conflicts of interest may exist 

among various stakeholders in performance assessment efforts? What can we learn from the 

history of past efforts to evaluate beginning teachers? What is different this time?  

 

For this issue, we invite research and conceptual articles related to teacher performance 

assessments specifically as they affect teacher education. Also, for this issue only, we would 

welcome validation studies of performance assessments of teaching.  
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