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This Journal recommends that authors follow the Recommendations for the Conduct,
Reporting, Editing, and Publication of Scholarly Work in Medical Journals formulated by the
International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE).

Please read the guidelines below then visit the journal’s submission site
https://mc04.manuscriptcentral.com/jco to upload your manuscript. Please note that
manuscripts not conforming to these guidelines may be returned. Remember you can log in
to the submission site at any time to check on the progress of your paper through the peer
review process.

Sage Publishing disseminates high-quality research and engaged scholarship globally, and
we are committed to diversity and inclusion in publishing. We encourage submissions from a
diverse range of authors from across all countries and backgrounds.

Only manuscripts of sufficient quality that meet the aims and scope of the Journal of
Children’s Orthopaedics will be reviewed. As part of the submission process you will be
required to warrant that you are submitting your original work, that you have the rights in
the work, that you are submitting the work for first publication in the Journal and that it is
not being considered for publication elsewhere and has not already been published
elsewhere, and that you have obtained and can supply all necessary permissions for the
reproduction of any copyright works not owned by you.

The Journal of Children’s Orthopaedics does not accept submissions of papers that have been
posted on pre-print servers.

1. Open Access

http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf
https://mc04.manuscriptcentral.com/jco


The Journal of Children’s Orthopaedics is an open access, peer-reviewed journal. Each article
accepted by peer review is made freely available online immediately upon publication, is
published under a Creative Commons license and will be hosted online in perpetuity.
Publication costs of the journal are covered by the collection of article processing charges
which are paid by the funder, institution or author of each manuscript upon acceptance.
There is no charge for submitting a paper to the journal.

For general information on open access at Sage please visit the Open Access page or view
our Open Access FAQs.

2. Article processing charge (APC)

If, after peer review, your manuscript is accepted for publication, a one-time article
processing charge (APC) is payable. This APC covers the cost of publication and ensures that
your article will be freely available online in perpetuity under a Creative Commons license.

An article processing charge (APC) is in place for the following article types: Original Clinical
Article, Technical Note, Basic Science, Perspective and Systematic Review. The article
processing charge for EPOS members or Editorial Board members is $1,000. The cost for
non-members is $2,000. This is equivalent to €900 or €1,800 respectively, at the current
exchange rate (subject to change). Please note bill payers will be charged in GBP or USD only.
Reviewers will receive a 20% discount off their next submission upon completing a thorough
review.

The article processing charge (APC) is payable when a manuscript is accepted after peer
review, before it is published. The APC is subject to taxes where applicable. Please see
further details here.

Your article may be eligible for a full or partial waiver due to Sage’s participation in initiatives
aimed at increasing accessibility to publication from lower- income countries.  Check here for
further information about discounts and to see whether you may be eligible:
https://uk.sagepub.com/gold-open-access-article-processing-charge-waivers.

*If the paying party is based in the European Union, to comply with European law, value
added tax (VAT) must be added to the APC. Providing a VAT registration number will allow an
institution to be exempt from paying this tax, except for UK institutions.

3. What do we publish?

3.1 Aims & Scope

Before submitting your manuscript to the Journal of Children’s Orthopaedics, please
ensure you have read the Aims & Scope.

https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/open-access-at-sage
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/faqs
https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/faqs#tax
https://uk.sagepub.com/gold-open-access-article-processing-charge-waivers
https://journals.sagepub.com/aims-scope/CHO


3.2 Article Types

Articles are accepted for exclusive publication in the Journal of Children’s Orthopaedics and
must not be previously published or under consideration elsewhere.

The Journal of Children’s Orthopaedics does not accept and will withdraw from consideration
any manuscript submissions that have been posted to Preprint Servers prior to submission.

The Journal of Children’s Orthopaedics considers the following article types:

Original Clinical Article: The abstract should be structured into Purpose, Methods,
Results, Conclusions and Significance of Study and be limited to a maximum of 250
words. The Significance of Study section should ideally be limited to one sentence, and
in exceptional cases, may extend to two sentences. Abstracts without these sections
will be returned to the author. As a rule, the full article should be no more than 4,000
words. For very detailed studies, a longer text is acceptable. Authors should keep the
use of abbreviations to a minimum to improve readability.
Technical Note
Basic Science
Perspective (by invitation only)
Systematic Review: See 3.2.2. The abstract should be structured into Purpose,
Methods, Results, Conclusions and Significance of Study and be limited to a maximum of
250 words. The Significance of Study section should ideally be limited to one sentence,
and in exceptional cases, may extend to two sentences. Abstracts without these
sections will be returned to the author. As a rule, the full article should be no more than
4,000 words. For a very detailed review, a longer text is acceptable. Authors should
keep the use of abbreviations to a minimum to improve readability.
Editorial (by invitation only)
Letter to the Editor: Correspondence to the Editor unrelated to a specific article
should not exceed 500 words or have more than 3 references. Correspondence
pertaining to a recently published article or to be published concurrently with an article
within the journal should not exceed 800 words or have more than 5 references.
Response to Letter to the Editor
Book Review
Current Concepts Review (by Editor-in-Chief invitation only)
What’s New In… (by invitation only)

Guidelines for writing a “What’s New In” article type:
The article should focus on the open unsolved questions in the subject area concerned.
The unsolved problems should be named and described. The article should begin with
a list of unsolved problems. Ideally the article should refer to a recently published CCR.
It then can be based on current knowledge (without repeating the full content of the



CCR).
The article should report on the current research that can contribute to solving these
problems.
New diagnostic or therapeutic methods should be reported, which only show
preliminary results, but which are promising and can contribute to solving these
problems.
It is also feasible to report on research that has not yet fulfilled the hope of solving such
problems with critical consideration, why the approach was not expedient.
The article can also report on established methods that (in contrast to reports in the
literature) have not met expectations in the medium or long term.
The relevant publications of the past three years in the subject area should be
reported.
The article reflects the expert opinion of a very competent group of scientists and does
not claim to be evidence-based.
It is important to differentiate from a Current Concepts Review (CCR) The CCR reports
on established knowledge, on the contrary, "What's New?"-articles report on open
questions and ongoing research directions, although they must be based on current
CCRs.
The paper should be structured with subtitles. The choice of subtitles is free. At the end
there should be a section with the subtitle "Conclusions". As a rule, the full article should
be no more than 4,000 words. For a very detailed review, a longer text is acceptable.
Authors should keep the use of abbreviations to a minimum to improve readability.
The article should also include an abstract.
If possible, illustrations should also be added.
What’s New In article types are usually commissioned by the Editors, however if you
wish to submit a proposal for this article type, please contact the Editors-in-Chief of JCO
with a brief synopsis of your suggested article.

3.2.1 Level of Evidence

Level of Evidence must be stated for all Original Clinical Articles, Systematic Reviews and
Technical Notes. It is optional for all other article types. Select the Level of Evidence
appropriate for your work from the chart below and list this underneath the abstract.



1. A complete assessment of the quality of individual studies requires critical
appraisal of all aspects of the study design

2. A combination of results from two or more prior studies
3. Studies provided consistent results
4. Study was started before the first patient enrolled
5. Patients treated one way (e.g. with cemented hip arthroplasty) compared with

patients treated another way (e.g. with cementless hip arthroplasty) at the same
institution

6. Study was started after the first patient enrolled



7. Patient identified for the study on the basis of their outcome (e.g., failed total hip
arthroplasty), called “cases” are compared with those who did not have the
outcome (e.g., had a successful total hip arthroplasty), called “controls”

8. Patients treated one way with no comparison group of patients treated another
way.

This chart was adapted from material published by the Centre for Evidence-Based
Medicine, Oxford, UK. For more information please see www.cebm.net

3.2.2 Systematic reviews

Systematic Reviews must meet the requirements of the PRISMA guidelines for systematic
reviews and meta-analyses. Authors are required to complete the PRISMA checklist and
submit this with their manuscript. You can find the checklist here. Authors should
include a statement such as below in the abstract and the 'Materials & Methods' section
of their manuscript:

‘The review process was conducted according to the Preferred Reporting Items for
Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA) guidelines.’

Although not an obligatory requirement, the journal encourages registration of
Systematic Reviews with PROSPERO (International Prospective Register of Systematic
Reviews). If registered, authors should include the registration number in the abstract
and the 'Materials & Methods' section of their manuscript.

The maximum lag time between the end of the systematic review search period and
submission of the manuscript is 12 months. Manuscripts exceeding this time limit will
be returned without peer-review. Exceptions are made for manuscripts reporting on
rare diseases where the most recent literature might already be several years old. In
such a case, authors should mention the end date of their search period in their
manuscript.

3.3 Writing your paper

The Sage Author Gateway has some general advice and on how to get published, plus
links to further resources.

3.3.1 Make your article discoverable

For information and guidance on how to make your article more discoverable, visit our
Gateway page on: How to Help Readers Find Your Article Online.

3.3.2 Chat GPT and Generative AI tools

http://prisma-statement.org/
https://mc04.manuscriptcentral.com/societyimages/jco/PRISMA-2009-checklist.doc
https://www.crd.york.ac.uk/prospero/
https://in.sagepub.com/en-in/sas/how-to-get-published
https://in.sagepub.com/en-in/sas/help-readers-find-your-article


If using chatbox tools such as ChatGPT or other generative AI tools, authors are required
to:

1.  Clearly indicate the use of language models in the manuscript, including which
model was used and for what purpose, in both the methods and acknowledgements
sections.

2.  Verify the accuracy, validity, and appropriateness of the content and any
citations generated by language models and correct any errors or inconsistencies.

3.  Provide a list of sources used to generate content and citations, including those
generated by language models. Double-check citations to ensure they are accurate, and
are properly referenced.

4.  Be conscious of the potential for plagiarism where the LLM may have reproduced
substantial text from other sources. Check the original sources to be sure you are not
plagiarising someone else’s work.

5.  Acknowledge the limitations of language models in the manuscript, including the
potential for bias, errors, and gaps in knowledge.

6.  Please note that AI bots such as ChatGPT should not be listed as an author on your
submission.

We will take appropriate corrective action where we identify published articles with
undisclosed use of such tools. For more information see the policy on Use of ChatGPT
and generative AI tools.

Back to top

4. Editorial policies

4.1 Peer review policy

Following a preliminary triage to eliminate submissions unsuitable for the Journal of
Children’s Orthopaedics all papers are sent out for review. The covering letter is
important. To help the Editor in their preliminary evaluation, please indicate why you
think the paper suitable for publication. If your paper should be considered for fast-track
publication, please explain why.

Sage does not permit the use of author-suggested (recommended) reviewers at any
stage of the submission process, be that through the web-based submission system or
other communication.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sagepub.com%2Fgenerative-AI-tools-policy-msg&data=05%7C02%7CEditorialSupport%40sagepub.com%7Cbab1532ac9024994604e08de761a5260%7C866b3abd7515461abdb412b4a1857f04%7C0%7C0%7C639078052583230005%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qIqg9f0x3uNU8PbZ2wgu0VbwQ2AYweoJSgHUgeFL%2B%2Bo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sagepub.com%2Fgenerative-AI-tools-policy-msg&data=05%7C02%7CEditorialSupport%40sagepub.com%7Cbab1532ac9024994604e08de761a5260%7C866b3abd7515461abdb412b4a1857f04%7C0%7C0%7C639078052583230005%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qIqg9f0x3uNU8PbZ2wgu0VbwQ2AYweoJSgHUgeFL%2B%2Bo%3D&reserved=0


Reviewers should be experts in their fields and should be able to provide an objective
assessment of the manuscript. Our policy is that reviewers should not be assigned to a
paper if:

The reviewer is based at the same institution as any of the co-authors.
The reviewer is based at the funding body of the paper.
The author has recommended the reviewer.
The reviewer has provided a personal (e.g. Gmail/Yahoo/Hotmail) email account
and an institutional email account cannot be found after performing a basic
Google search (name, department and institution).

The journal’s policy is to have manuscripts reviewed by at least two expert reviewers.
The Journal of Children’s Orthopaedics utilizes a double-anonymize peer review process in
which the reviewer and authors’ names and information are withheld from the other.
Reviewers may at their own discretion opt to reveal their names to the author in their
review, but our standard policy practice is for their identities to remain concealed. All
manuscripts are reviewed as rapidly as possible, while maintaining rigor. Reviewers
make comments to the author and recommendations to the Editors-in-Chief who then
makes the final decision.

The Editor or members of the Editorial Board may occasionally submit their own
manuscripts for possible publication in the journal. In these cases, the peer review
process will be managed by alternative members of the Board and the submitting Editor
/ Board member will have no involvement in the decision-making process.

The Journal of Children’s Orthopaedics is committed to delivering high quality, fast peer-
review for your paper, and as such has partnered with Publons. Publons is a third party
service that seeks to track, verify and give credit for peer review. Reviewers for Journal of
Children’s Orthopaedics   can opt in to Publons in order to claim their reviews or have
them automatically verified and added to their reviewer profile. Reviewers claiming
credit for their review will be associated with the relevant journal, but the article name,
reviewer’s decision and the content of their review is not published on the site. For more
information visit the Publons website.

4.2 Authorship

We only accept papers with a maximum of 8 authors (except for multicenter studies
with more than 4 centers).  Papers should only be submitted for consideration once
consent is given by all contributing authors. Those submitting papers should carefully
check that all those whose work contributed to the paper are acknowledged as
contributing authors.

http://home.publons.com/


The list of authors should include all those who can legitimately claim authorship. This is
all those who:

1. Made a substantial contribution to the concept or design of the work; or
acquisition, analysis or interpretation of data,

2. Drafted the article or revised it critically for important intellectual content,
3. Approved the version to be published,
4. Each author should have participated sufficiently in the work to take public

responsibility for appropriate portions of the content.

Authors should meet the conditions of all of the points above. When a large, multicentre
group has conducted the work, the group should identify the individuals who accept
direct responsibility for the manuscript. These individuals should fully meet the criteria
for authorship.

Acquisition of funding, collection of data, or general supervision of the research group
alone does not constitute authorship, although all contributors who do not meet the
criteria for authorship should be listed in the Acknowledgments section. Please refer to
the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) authorship guidelines for
more information on authorship.

Please note that AI chatbots, for example ChatGPT, should not be listed as authors. For
more information see the policy on Use of ChatGPT and generative AI tools.

4.3 Acknowledgements

All contributors who do not meet the criteria for authorship should be listed in an
Acknowledgements section. Examples of those who might be acknowledged include a
person who provided purely technical help, or a department chair who provided only
general support.

Please supply any personal acknowledgements separately to the main text to facilitate
anonymous peer review.

Per ICMJE recommendations, it is best practice to obtain consent from non-author
contributors who you are acknowledging in your paper.

4.3.1 Third party submissions

Where an individual who is not listed as an author submits a manuscript on behalf of the
author(s), a statement must be included in the Acknowledgements section of the
manuscript and in the accompanying cover letter. The statements must:

http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.sagepub.com%2Fen-us%2Fnam%2Fchatgpt-and-generative-ai&data=05%7C01%7Cayushi.singhal%40sagepub.in%7C1bf218f0356749985fd108db931e8872%7C866b3abd7515461abdb412b4a1857f04%7C0%7C0%7C638265531945231124%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1%2BIthaX48v1bSHjeasgslIEkN%2FNTdrBo8%2Fu%2FThHuU6k%3D&reserved=0
http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html


Disclose this type of editorial assistance – including the individual’s name,
company and level of input

Identify any entities that paid for this assistance

Confirm that the listed authors have authorized the submission of their
manuscript via third party and approved

Where appropriate, Sage reserves the right to deny consideration to manuscripts
submitted by a third party rather than by the authors themselves.

4.3.2 Writting Assistance

Individuals who provided writing assistance, e.g. from a specialist communications
company, do not qualify as authors and so should be included in the Acknowledgements
section. Authors must disclose any writing assistance – including the individual’s name,
company and level of input – and identify the entity that paid for this assistance. It is not
necessary to disclose use of language polishing services.

4.4 Funding

The Journal of Children’s Orthopaedics requires all authors to acknowledge their funding in
a consistent fashion under a separate heading.  Please visit the Funding
Acknowledgements page on the Sage Journal Author Gateway to confirm the format of
the acknowledgment text in the event of funding, or state that: This research received no
specific grant from any funding agency in the public, commercial, or not-for-profit
sectors. 

4.5 Declaration of conflicting interests

It is the policy of  the Journal of Children’s Orthopaedics to require a declaration of
conflicting interests from all authors enabling a statement to be carried within the
paginated pages of all published articles.

Please ensure that a ‘Declaration of Conflicting Interests’ statement is included at the
end of your manuscript, after any acknowledgements and prior to the references. If no
conflict exists, please state that ‘The Author(s) declare(s) that there is no conflict of
interest’.

For guidance on conflict of interest statements, please see the ICMJE recommendations.

4.6 Research ethics and patient consent

Medical research involving human subjects must be conducted according to the World
Medical Association Declaration of Helsinki.

https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/funding-acknowledgements
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/funding-acknowledgements
http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/author-responsibilities--conflicts-of-interest.html#two
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-declaration-of-helsinki-ethical-principles-for-medical-research-involving-human-subjects/
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-declaration-of-helsinki-ethical-principles-for-medical-research-involving-human-subjects/


Submitted manuscripts should conform to the ICMJE Recommendations for the Conduct,
Reporting, Editing, and Publication of Scholarly Work in Medical Journals, and all papers
reporting animal and/or human studies must state in the methods section that the
relevant Ethics Committee or Institutional Review Board provided (or waived) approval.
Please ensure that you have provided the full name and institution of the review
committee, in addition to the approval number.

For research articles, authors are also required to state in the methods section whether
participants provided informed consent and whether the consent was written or verbal.

Information on informed consent to report individual cases or case series should be
included in the manuscript text. A statement is required regarding whether written
informed consent for patient information and images to be published was provided by
the patient(s) or a legally authorized representative. Please do not submit the patient’s
actual written informed consent with your article, as this in itself breaches the patient’s
confidentiality. The Journal requests that you confirm to us, in writing, that you have
obtained written informed consent but the written consent itself should be held by the
authors/investigators themselves, for example in a patient’s hospital record. The
confirmatory letter may be uploaded with your submission as a separate file.

Please also refer to the ICMJE Recommendations for the Protection of Research
Participants

4.7 Clinical trials

The Journal of Children’s Orthopaedics conforms to the ICMJE requirement that clinical
trials are registered in a WHO-approved public trials registry at or before the time of first
patient enrolment as a condition of consideration for publication. The trial registry name
and URL, and registration number must be included at the end of the abstract.

Randomised Controlled Trials (RCTs) must adhere to the CONSORT statement,
(CONsolidated Standards Of Reporting Trials) and submissions must be accompanied by
a completed CONSORT checklist (uploaded as a Supplemental File for Review). Further
information can be found at www.consort-statement.org.

4.8 Reporting guidelines

The relevant EQUATOR Network reporting guidelines should be followed depending on the
type of study. For example, all randomized controlled trials submitted for publication should
include a completed CONSORT flow chart as a cited figure and the completed CONSORT
checklist should be uploaded with your submission as a supplementary file. Systematic
reviews and meta-analyses should include the completed PRISMA flow chart as a cited figure

http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/protection-of-research-participants.html
http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/protection-of-research-participants.html
http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/publishing-and-editorial-issues/clinical-trial-registration.html
http://www.consort-statement.org/
http://www.equator-network.org/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournals.sagepub.com%2Fpb-assets%2Fcmscontent%2FZ_DO%2520NOT%2520DELETE%2Fconsort-2010-flow-diagram.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Csourav.kukreti%40sagepub.in%7C75304fba540942cffac908dc38e6b589%7C866b3abd7515461abdb412b4a1857f04%7C0%7C0%7C638447811114205659%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JTGD9NIynlcNN7JeFvRM0FmKTMYL%2BbSSiPVuOEiWdAM%3D&reserved=0
https://journals.sagepub.com/pb-assets/CONSORT_checklist-1684786268887.docx
https://journals.sagepub.com/pb-assets/CONSORT_checklist-1684786268887.docx
http://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/prisma/


and the completed PRISMA checklist should be uploaded with your submission as a
supplementary file. The EQUATOR wizard can help you identify the appropriate guideline.

Other resources can be found at NLM’s Research Reporting Guidelines and Initiatives.

Back to top

5. Publishing Policies

5.1 Publication ethics

Sage is committed to upholding the integrity of the academic record. We encourage
authors to refer to the Committee on Publication Ethics’ International Standards for
Authors and view the Publication Ethics page on the Sage Author Gateway.

5.1.1 Plagiarism

Journal of Children’s Orthopaedics and Sage take issues of copyright infringement,
plagiarism or other breaches of best practice in publication very seriously. We seek to
protect the rights of our authors and we always investigate claims of plagiarism or
misuse of published articles. Equally, we seek to protect the reputation of the journal
against malpractice. Submitted articles may be checked with duplication-checking
software. Where an article, for example, is found to have plagiarised other work or
included third-party copyright material without permission or with insufficient
acknowledgement, or where the authorship of the article is contested, we reserve the
right to take action including, but not limited to: publishing an erratum or corrigendum
(correction); retracting the article; taking up the matter with the head of department or
dean of the author's institution and/or relevant academic bodies or societies; or taking
appropriate legal action.

5.1.2 Prior publication

If material has been previously published it is not generally acceptable for publication in
a Sage journal. However, there are certain circumstances where previously published
material can be considered for publication. Please refer to the guidance on the Sage
Author Gateway or if in doubt, contact the Editor at the address given below.

5.2 Contributor's publishing agreement

Before publication Sage requires the author as the rights holder to sign a Journal
Contributor’s Publishing Agreement. The Journal of Children’s Orthopaedics publishes
manuscripts under Creative Commons licenses. The standard license for the journal is
Creative Commons by Attribution Non-Commercial (CC BY-NC), which allows others to
re-use the work without permission as long as the work is properly referenced and the

http://www.peneloperesearch.com/equatorwizard/
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/services/research_report_guide.html
http://publicationethics.org/files/International%20standards_authors_for%20website_11_Nov_2011.pdf
http://publicationethics.org/files/International%20standards_authors_for%20website_11_Nov_2011.pdf
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/journal-author-gateway
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/journal-author-gateway
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/journal-author-gateway
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/


use is non-commercial. For more information, you are advised to visit Sage's OA licenses
page. Alternative license arrangements are available, for example, to meet particular
funder mandates, made at the author’s request. 

Back to top

6. Preparing your manuscript

6.1 Formatting
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Editors have very broad discretion in determining whether an article is an appropriate fit for
their journal. Many manuscripts are declined with a very general statement of the rejection
decision. These decisions are not eligible for formal appeal unless the author believes the
decision to reject the manuscript was based on an error in the review of the article, in which
case the author may appeal the decision by providing the Editor with a detailed written
description of the error they believe occurred.

If an author believes the decision regarding their manuscript was affected by a publication
ethics breach, the author may contact the publisher with a detailed written description of
their concern, and information supporting the concern, at publication_ethics@sagepub.com
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