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Please read the guidelines in full before submitting your manuscript.
Manuscripts not conforming to these guidelines may be returned.

Visit Submission Site 

This Journal is a member of the Committee on Publication Ethics.

The Journal recommends that authors follow the Recommendations for the Conduct,
Reporting, Editing, and Publication of Scholarly Work in Medical Journals formulated by the
International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE).

Sage is committed to upholding the integrity of the academic record. We encourage authors
to refer to the Committee on Publication Ethics’ International Standards for Authors and
view the author responsibilities section on the Sage Journal Author Gateway.

We also encourage you to familiarize yourself with our Editorial Policies and our Publication
Ethics Policies.

Sage Publishing disseminates high-quality research and engaged scholarship globally, and
we are committed to diversity and inclusion in publishing. We encourage submissions and
peer review from a diverse range of authors and reviewers from across all countries and
backgrounds. Read our diversity, equity, and inclusion pledge.

There are no fees payable to submit or publish in this journal. Open access options are
available – see below.

Please read the guidelines below then submit your manuscript here.
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Key information

Access: Subscription
Accepts preprints? Yes
Identity transparency: Double anonymized

Publishing fees and open access

There are no fees payable to submit or publish in this journal.

If you wish to have color figures in the printed version, fees may apply.

Optional open access publishing is available for a fee via the Sage Choice program,
and Open Access agreements, where authors can publish open access either
discounted or free of charge depending on the agreement with Sage. Find out if your
institution is participating by visiting Open Access Agreements at Sage. Open Access
agreement eligibility is determined by the corresponding author’s affiliation matching
an agreement at acceptance. For more information on Open Access publishing
options at Sage please visit Sage Open Access.

For information on funding body compliance, and depositing your article in
repositories, please visit Sage’s Author Archiving and Re-Use Guidelines and Publishing
Policies.

Open access fees do not cover page or color charges and are charged separately.

Preparing your manuscript for submission

Your article must be within the scope of the journal and be of sufficient quality. If not,
it will not be reviewed. Please read the journal’s Aims and Scope to see if your article is
appropriate.

The manuscript must be your original work, you must have the rights to the work, and
you must have obtained and be able to supply all necessary permissions for the
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reproduction of any copyright works not owned by you, including figures, illustrations,
tables, lengthy quotations, or other material previously published elsewhere.

Article types

Please visit the Sage Journal Author Gateway for guidance on producing visual and/or
video abstracts.

Original Research Articles: The Editor invites submissions of interdisciplinary
research that sheds light on the relationship between media and politics in a cross-
national perspective.

The journal publishes articles of about 7,000 words (including notes, tables, and
figures, but not including references), focused on original research, and subject to a
rigorous process of double-anonymized peer review.

The journal publishes manuscripts that contribute to internationally relevant
knowledge. The abstract of the manuscript must clearly state where and when the
study was conducted. Authors are also encouraged to consider providing this
information in the manuscript title when appropriate. Manuscripts must include some
reflections on how the specific context they study may affect the relationships it sheds
light on, and how the findings may translate to different contexts.

The journal will normally only consider one submission from the same lead author
every year.

The Editor can never, under any circumstance, be the author or co-author of a
manuscript submitted for peer review; this rule does not apply to non-peer reviewed
materials such as Introductions, Editorials, and Review Essays. There are rigorous
processes in place for Associate Editors submitting manuscripts for peer review. For
more information on this, please contact the editorial office.

Book Reviews: The International Journal of Press/Politics (IJPP) welcomes book reviews
that critically engage with recent, impactful publications exploring the intersections of
media, political communication, journalism, and their roles in shaping political
processes and public discourse globally. These reviews aim to provide thoughtful
evaluations of a book’s contributions, methodology, and relevance to the scholarly
study of media and politics.  

In addition to single-book reviews, IJPP also invites review essays that critically
examine two to three books centered around a common thematic topic. These essays
provide a broader perspective on emerging trends and debates within the field.
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Interested authors are encouraged to contact the Book Review Editor for guidance
and commissioning. We also welcome expressions of interest from scholars who
would like to review a book for the journal. If you are interested in reviewing a specific
title, please contact the Book Review Editor for potential opportunities. 

Book reviews should be approximately between 800-1,200 words long, while the
review essay could be 2000-3000 words long.

Please note that all book reviews and review essays are commissioned, and
unsolicited submissions are not accepted. For inquiry, you can contact Taberez Neyazi
(press.politics@nus.edu.sg). 

The journal will not commission nor publish reviews of any books authored or co-
authored by the journal’s Editor, Associate Editors, Book Reviews Editor, or Managing
Editor. 

Replication Studies: The International Journal of Press/Politics is dedicated to
advancing Open Science by promoting research at the intersections of media, political
communication, and journalism worldwide. As part of this commitment, we invite the
submission of Replication Studies, which can focus on research previously published
in this journal or other prominent academic journals. Replication Studies play a vital
role in ensuring the credibility, reliability, and robustness of scientific findings.
Submissions will be evaluated primarily based on their methodological rigor and the
degree to which they clearly replicate the original study, rather than the novelty of
their theoretical contributions. 

We recognize two primary categories of replication studies, each with specific
submission requirements and expectations: 

1. Replication by the Original Authors

Replication studies conducted by the original authors of the research are capped at a
maximum of 4,000 words excluding bibliography and Appendices. These submissions
provide an opportunity for the original authors to clarify, reinforce, or further
contextualize their findings. 

 Given the original authors’ familiarity with the study, these articles will be primarily
evaluated on their methodological soundness and the robustness of their replication
efforts rather than on theoretical advancements. Authors should emphasize
transparency in their methods and provide a detailed discussion of any nuances or
refinements that emerged during the replication process. 

     2.  Replication by Different Authors
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Replication studies conducted by independent researchers offer a fresh perspective
on the validity and generalizability of the original research. Authors in this category
may choose between two formats: 

Short Article: Submissions of up to 4,000 words (excluding bibliography and Appendices),
ideal for studies replicating the original research mainly to provide a concise assessment of
the findings. 
Full-Length Article: Submissions of up to 7,000 words (excluding bibliography and
Appendices), which allow for a more comprehensive exploration of the replication, including
extended methodological details and broader discussions. These submissions may also
include conceptual replications, where methodological tweaks or variations are introduced
to test the robustness or generalizability of the original findings. Such studies should clearly
articulate how they build on the original work and discuss the implications of their results. 

Authors are encouraged to anonymize their manuscript to avoid revealing whether
they are the original authors of the study being replicated or independent researchers
conducting the replication. As per the journal’s submission guidelines, when self-citing,
authors should cite their own work as they would cite a third party’s and include this
citation in the references list (in alphabetical order). This ensures an unbiased review
process. 

To uphold the highest standards of transparency and reproducibility, replication
studies submitted for the journal must meet the following requirements: 

Data Availability Statement: All replication studies must include a clear data availability
statement that specifies where the data and code can be accessed. The journal strongly
supports the use of publicly available repositories for this purpose. 
Documentation: Submissions should include meticulous documentation of the replication
process, highlighting any modifications or updates made to the original methodology and
justifications for those changes. 
Interpretive Depth: Authors are encouraged to thoroughly explore any discrepancies or
deviations observed during replication, offering plausible explanations and discussing their
implications for the field. 
Pre-registration: Although not mandatory, pre-registration of the study, outlining
hypotheses, methods, and planned analyses prior to conducting the research, is strongly
encouraged. This practice enhances transparency and guards against biases. Authors should
also include explanations of any deviations from the pre-registered analysis plan, as well as
from the protocol of the study being replicated, and discuss how these may influence the
interpretation of their findings. 

Evaluation Criteria 

All replication studies will be assessed on the following key dimensions: 
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Methodological Rigor: The study must replicate the original research as comprehensively
and precisely as possible. 
Transparency and Accessibility: The availability and clarity of data, code, and
documentation will be scrutinized to ensure reproducibility. 
Interpretative Insight: The analysis should provide meaningful reflections on the
replication outcomes, and particularly whether they confirm, extend, or challenge the
original findings, and what the implications are for internationally relevant knowledge. 

 
Preregistration, Transparency, and Open Science

As part of the submission process, authors are encouraged to include a Transparency
and Open Science Statement in accordance with OSF guidelines when submitting to
International Journal of Press/Politics.

Accepted manuscripts that meet these criteria will be eligible to receive a
corresponding Open Science Badge. Open Science Badges will be affixed to the final
version of the accepted article to signify the use of open and transparent practices.
The following badges will be available: 

Open Data– The raw data used in the manuscript are freely available via a DOI or other
persistent identifier. 
Open Materials– All study materials used in the manuscript are freely available via a DOI or
other persistent identifier. 
Pre-registered + analysis– The study design and target analyses were pre-registered and the
manuscript contains a link to a permanent, time-stamped, and uneditable pre-registration
plan housed on an open science repository. The Open Science Framework (https://osf.io) is
the preferred site for housing pre-registration plans, but authors are free to use similar
alternatives. Importantly, use of pre-registered analysis plans does not preclude the
inclusion of exploratory analyses, but rather formalizes the distinction between confirmatory
and exploratory analyses.  

Submitting authors will be prompted to complete an Open Practices Disclosure Form
upon acceptance of their manuscript for publication. Eligible badges will then be
affixed to the final type-set version of the article. For more information on Open
Science Badges, visit the Center for Open Science.

Special Issues: IJPP publishes special issues related to the journal’s annual
conference. Please see the journal homepage for more information about upcoming
special issue calls for papers.

Conflict of Interest Policy:

The Editor in Chief (EIC) can never, under any circumstance, be the author or coauthor
of a manuscript submitted for peer review; this rule does not apply to non peer-
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reviewed materials such as Introductions, Editorials, and Review Essays.

Associate Editors (AEs) of the journal can submit manuscripts for peer review under
the following rules: 

1. The AE is not the lead author of the manuscript 
2. The cover letter of the submitted manuscripts justifies why the journal is

demonstrably the best outlet for the manuscript after assessing suitable alternatives 
3. The AE does not submit more than one coauthored manuscript every 18 months 

 When a manuscript coauthored by an AE is submitted, the following procedure is
followed: 

1. Two members of the Editorial Board, selected by the EIC, serve as guest editors for the
manuscript 

2. The guest editors first evaluate whether the rationale provided by the authors for
submitting for IJPP is convincing, and desk reject the manuscript if they do not find it
suitable 

3. If the manuscript is sent out for peer review, the guest editors liaise with the Managing
Editor without any involvement by the EIC for all the key decisions, including selecting
reviewers, and assessing anonymous reviews, and deciding on publication 

4. If the manuscript is accepted, its published version is accompanied by an Editorial
Note which summarizes this policy and describes the process that was followed to
assess the manuscript 

Clinical trial registration

The journal endorses the ICMJE requirement that clinical trials are registered in a
WHO-approved public trials registry at or before the time of first participant
enrollment. However, consistent with the AllTrials campaign, retrospectively registered
trials will be considered if the justification for late registration is acceptable. The trial
registry name and URL, and registration number must be included at the end of the
abstract.

Reporting guidelines

If your research involves animals, you will be asked to confirm that you have carefully
read and adhered to the ARRIVE guidelines.

Formatting your manuscript

Accepted file types

The preferred format for your manuscript is Word. You do not need to follow a
template, but please ensure your heading levels are clear, and the sections clearly
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defined.

Your article title, keywords, and abstract all contribute to its position in search
engine results, directly affecting the number of people who see your work. For
details of what you can do to influence this, visit How to help readers find your
article online.

Title

Your manuscript’s title should be concise, descriptive, unambiguous, accurate, and
reflect the precise contents of the manuscript. A descriptive title that includes the
topic of the manuscript makes an article more findable in the major indexing services.

Abstract

Please include a structured abstract of no more than 250 words between the title and
main body of your manuscript that concisely states the purpose of the research, major
findings, and conclusions. If your research includes clinical trials, the trial registry
name and URL, and registration number must be included at the end of the abstract.
Submissions that do not meet this requirement will not be considered.

For clinical trials, the trial registry name and URL, and registration number must be
included at the end of the abstract.

Keywords

Please include a minimum of 5 keywords, listed after the abstract. Keywords should be
as specific as possible to the research topic.

Artwork, figures, and other graphics

For guidance on the preparation of illustrations, pictures, and graphs in electronic
format, please read Sage’s artwork guidelines.

Figures supplied in color will appear in color online regardless of whether or not these
illustrations are reproduced in color in the printed version. If you have requested color
reproduction in the print version, we will advise you of the costs on receipt of your
accepted article.

Please ensure that you have obtained any necessary permission from copyright
holders for reproducing any illustrations, tables, figures, or lengthy quotations
previously published elsewhere. For further information including guidance on fair
dealing for criticism and review, please see the Frequently Asked Questions page on
the Sage Journal Author Gateway.
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Title page

To ensure fair and anonymous peer review, your manuscript must be fully
anonymized. Please ensure any identifying information is removed from the main
manuscript document and included on the Title Page instead. Do not include any
author names in the manuscript file name and remove names from headers and
footers. This version of the manuscript will be sent to the peer reviewers. The Title
Page will not be sent to peer reviewers. See the Sage Journal Author Gateway for
detailed guidance on making an anonymous submission.

The Title Page should include:

Article title
The full list of authors including names and affiliations of each

The listed affiliation should be the institution where the research was conducted. If
an author has moved to a new institution since completing the research, the new
affiliation can be included in a note at the end of the manuscript – please indicate this
on the title page.
All persons eligible for authorship must be included at the time of submission
(please see the authorship section for more information).

Contact information for the corresponding author: name, institutional address, phone, email
Acknowledgments section
Declaration of conflicting interest
Funding statement
Ethical approval and informed consent statements
Data availability statement
Any other identifying information related to the authors and/or their institutions, funders,
approval committees, etc, that might compromise anonymity.

Acknowledgments

If you are including an Acknowledgements section, this will be published at the end of
your article. The Acknowledgments section should include all contributors who do not
meet the criteria for authorship. Per ICMJE recommendations, it is best practice to
obtain consent from non-author contributors who you are acknowledging in your
manuscript.

Writing assistance and third party submissions: if you have received any writing or
editing assistance from a third-party, for example a specialist communications
company, this must be clearly stated in the Acknowledgements section and in the
covering letter. Please see the Sage Author Gateway for what information to include in
your Acknowledgements section. If your submission is being made on your behalf by
someone who is not listed as an author, for example the third-party who provided
writing/editing assistance, you must state this in the Acknowledgements and also in

6/25/25, 12:14 PM Submission Guidelines: The International Journal of Press/Politics: Sage Journals

https://journals.sagepub.com/author-instructions/HIJ 9/21

https://www.sagepub.com/Anonymizing-for-peer-review-msg
https://www.sagepub.com/ICMJE-author-roles-msg
https://www.sagepub.com/acknowledgements-msg


your covering letter. Please note that the journal editor reserves the right to not
consider submissions made by a third party rather than by the author/s
themselves.

Author contributions

You will be asked to list the contribution of each author as part of the submission
process. Please include the Author Contributions heading within your submission after
the Acknowledgements section. The information you give on submission will then
show under the Author Contributions heading later at the proofing stage.

Statements and declarations

To ensure proper anonymization, please include a section with the heading
‘Statements and Declarations’ on your title page, after the Acknowledgements section
[and Author Contributions section if applicable] including each of the sub-headings
listed below. If a declaration is not applicable to your submission, you must still
include the heading and state ‘Not applicable’ underneath. Please note that you may
be asked to justify why a declaration was not applicable to your submission by the
Editorial Office. This information will be added to the end of your published paper.

Ethical considerations

Please include your ethics approval statements under this heading, even if you have
already included ethics approval information in your methods section. If ethical
approval was not required, you need to explicitly state this. You can find information
on what to say in your ethical statements as well as example statements on our
Publication ethics and research integrity policies page.

All papers reporting studies involving human participants, human data or human
tissue must state that the relevant Ethics Committee or Institutional Review Board
approved the study, or waived the requirement for approval, providing the full name
and institution of the review committee in addition to the approval number. If
applicable, please also include this information in the Methods section of your
manuscript.

Consent to participate

Please include any participant consent information under this heading and state
whether informed consent to participate was written or verbal. If the requirement for
informed consent to participate has been waived by the relevant Ethics Committee or
Institutional Review Board (i.e. where it has been deemed that consent would be
impossible or impracticable to obtain), please state this. If this is not applicable to your
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manuscript, please state ‘Not applicable’ in this section. More information and
example statements can be found on our Publication ethics and research integrity
policies page.

Consent for publication

Submissions containing any data from an individual person (including individual
details, images or videos) must include a statement confirming that informed consent
for publication was provided by the participant(s) or a legally authorized
representative. Non-essential identifying details should be omitted. Please do not
submit the participant’s actual written informed consent with your article, as this in
itself breaches the patient’s confidentiality. The Journal requests that you confirm to
us, in writing, that you have obtained written informed consent to publish but the
written consent itself should be held by the authors/investigators themselves, for
example in a patient’s hospital record. The confirmatory letter may be uploaded with
your submission as a separate file in addition to the statement confirming that
consent to publish was obtained within the manuscript text. If this is not applicable to
your manuscript, please state ‘Not applicable’ in this section.

Declaration of conflicting interest

The journal requires a declaration of conflicting interests from all authors so that a
statement can be included in your article. For guidance on conflict of interest
statements, see our policy on conflicting interest declarations and the ICMJE
recommendations.

If no conflict exists, your statement should read: ‘The author(s) declared no potential
conflicts of interest with respect to the research, authorship, and/or publication of this
article’.

Funding statement

All articles need to include a funding statement, under a separate heading, even if you
did not receive funding. You’ll find guidance and examples on our Funding page.

Data availability

The Journal is committed to facilitating openness, transparency and reproducibility of
research, and has the following research data sharing policy. For more information,
including FAQs please visit the Sage Research Data policy pages.

Subject to appropriate ethical and legal considerations, authors are encouraged to:

Share your research data in a relevant public data repository
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Include a data availability statement linking to your data. If it is not possible to share your
data, use the statement to confirm why it cannot be shared.
Cite this data in your research

Reference style and citations

References cited in the text should read: (Patterson 1993: 63-4) or (Brown and Smith
1985). Use et al. when citing a work by more than two authors: (Brown et al. 1991).
Letters (Brown 1990a, 1990b) distinguish citations of different works by the same
author in the same year. Please note that newspaper articles, interviews, and personal
communications should be cited as endnotes, not references. All references cited in
the text should be listed alphabetically and presented in full, double-spaced after the
notes.

References can be in any style or format, so long as a consistent scholarly citation
format is applied. Author name(s), journal or book title, article or chapter title, year of
publication, volume and issue (where appropriate) and page numbers are essential. All
bibliographic entries must contain a corresponding in-text citation.

Authors are encouraged to adopt the journal referencing style, which is as follows. If
an article is accepted that uses a different referencing style, the journal’s style

Articles in journals:

Jamieson, Kathleen H. 1993. "The First Amendment is Alive and Well." Political
Communication 10(1):3-8.

Chapters in books:

McQuail, Denis. 1994. "The Influence and Effects of Mass Media." In Media Power in
Politics, ed. Doris A Graber. 3rd Edition. Washington, DC: CQ Press.

Books:

Petterson, Thomas E. 1993. Out of Order. New York: Knopf.

Endnotes presenting explanatory or technical material should be used sparingly.
Newspaper articles, interviews, and personal communications should be cited as
endnotes. Notes should be indicated by consecutive numbers in the text and printed
double-spaced on a page at the end of the text. If an accepted manuscript contains
footnotes instead of endnotes, footnotes will all be converted into endnotes in the
production stage.
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Titles and section heads should be clear and brief. Lengthy quotations (exceeding 40
words) should be indented and double-spaced in the text. American spellings should
be used.

Each table and figure should be placed at the point of the manuscript where authors
would like it to appear in print. Tables and figures should have short, descriptive titles.
Source(s) should be typed below the tables. Column headings should clearly define
the data presented. Camera-ready artwork for all figures must be supplied

Every in-text citation must have a corresponding citation in the reference list and vice
versa. Corresponding citations must have identical spelling and year.

Authors should update any references to preprints when a peer reviewed version is
made available, to cite the published research. Citations to preprints are otherwise
discouraged.

Supplemental material

This Journal can host additional materials online (e.g. datasets, podcasts, videos,
images etc.) alongside the full text of the article. Your supplemental material must be
one of our accepted file types. For that list and more information please refer to our
guidelines on submitting supplemental files.

English language editing services

Authors seeking assistance with English language editing, translation, or figure and
manuscript formatting to fit the journal’s specifications should consider using Sage
Author Services. Visit Sage Author Services for further information.

Submitting your manuscript

As part of the submission process you will need to confirm that this is your original
work, that you have the rights in the work, that this is for first publication in this
Journal, that it is not being considered for/has not already been published elsewhere,
and that you have obtained and can supply all necessary permissions for the
reproduction of any copyright works not owned by you.

Please see our guidelines on prior publication and note that the journal may accept
submissions of manuscripts that have been posted on preprint servers.
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Preprints

The journal will consider submissions of manuscripts that have been posted on
preprint servers.

Please enter the preprint DOI in the designated field when submitting your
manuscript. We advise that you inform the Journal Editorial office about your posted
preprint at submission.

Note that you should not post an updated version of your manuscript on a preprint
server while it is being peer reviewed.

Learn more about our preprint policy.

Submission site

Submit your manuscript online via Sage Track.

IMPORTANT: Please check whether you already have an account in Sage Track before
trying to create a new one. If you have reviewed or authored for the journal in the past
year it is likely that you will have had an account created. For further guidance on
submitting your manuscript online please visit ScholarOne Online Help.

Manuscripts should only be submitted with the consent of all contributing authors.
The individual responsible for submitting the manuscript should carefully check that
all those whose work contributed to the manuscript are listed as authors.

Ensure you upload all relevant manuscript files, including any additional
supplemental files (including reporting guidelines where relevant).

Authorship

Please view our authorship policies, which includes information on criteria for
authorship, who should be the corresponding author and more.

Please note that AI chatbots, for example ChatGPT, should not be listed as authors.
For more information see the policy on Use of ChatGPT and generative AI tools.

Files

Cover letter. To help the Editor in their preliminary evaluation, please indicate why you think
the manuscript suitable for publication.
Please include the abstract, a short biography of 50-100 words, keywords, and an estimated
word count on the title page.
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Your manuscript, properly formatted and anonymized according to all stipulations above,
and within the scope of the journal. Any information that compromises the anonymity of the
author(s) should be removed or anonymized and included on the Title Page instead. See
above for more information on anonymization. This version will be sent to the peer
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manuscript. These keywords are used to match appropriate reviewers to your manuscript.
The number of figures, tables, and words in your manuscript.
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identity of the author(s) and reviewers are concealed from each party. All components
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Assessment Tool (GBAT), developed by Jane Sumner (University of Minnesota), which
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The following manuscript types may not require two independent reviews to be
accepted: Book Reviews.
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accept author recommendations.
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policy on plagiarism and the actions we may take.
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Contributor’s Publishing Agreement
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Contributor’s Publishing Agreement. Sage’s Journal Contributor’s Publishing
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copyright in the work but grants Sage the sole and exclusive right and license to
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copyright in the work will be assigned from the author to the society. For more
information please visit the Sage Journal Author Gateway.

Preprints

If your manuscript was posted on a preprint server prior to acceptance, you must
include a link in your preprint to the final published version of your published article.

Production

Your Sage Production Editor will keep you informed as to your article’s progress
throughout the production process. Proofs will be made available to the
corresponding author via our editing portal, Sage Edit, or by email, and should be
returned promptly to avoid delaying publication. Authors are reminded to check their
proofs carefully to confirm that all author information, including names, affiliations,
sequence, and contact details are correct, and that Funding and Conflict of Interest
statements, if any, are accurate. This is the final opportunity to make changes to
your manuscript. Further corrections will not be possible after publication. Changes
to the author list are not permitted at this stage.

Publication

OnlineFirst publication: This enables us to publish final articles online immediately,
without waiting for assignment to a future issue of the Journal. This usually
significantly reduces publication lead time. Visit the Sage Journals help page for more
details, including how to cite OnlineFirst articles.

Access to your published article: We provide you with online access to your published
article. The online access link is provided to the corresponding author for sharing with
their co-authors.

Promoting your article

Publication is not the end of the process. Between us, we can ensure that your article
is found, read, downloaded and cited as widely as possible. Many of the most effective
tactics are those you can do quickly and easily to your network of contacts and peers.
Visit the Promote Your Article page on the Sage Journal Author Gateway for numerous
resources to help you promote your work.
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The Sage Journal Author Gateway has some general advice on how to get published,
plus links to further resources. Sage Author Services also offers authors a variety of
ways to improve and enhance your article including English language editing,
plagiarism detection, and video abstract and infographic preparation.

If you have any questions about publishing with Sage, please visit the Sage Journals
Solutions Portal.

You can view our complaints and appeals procedure.
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