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DEI Statement

Research & Politics states unequivocally that diversity and inclusiveness are essential
for all aspects of our work. As a general interest journal in political science, virtually all
papers that we publish illuminate the operations, prospects, and limitations of
democratic or authoritarian forms of government. We believe that diversity and
inclusiveness are foundational to any understanding of the aspirations of democracy
over its alternatives in advancing justice, fairness, and legitimate government.

Our core values guide our decisions and operations. We purposefully strive to
eliminate our own implicit biases, foster inclusion for all ideas, and ensure that those
who seek to publish in our journal are treated with fairness and respect. Research &
Politics is committed to promoting diversity, equity and inclusion through our
publishing practices. This includes,

« Striving to diversify our team of editors and associate editors to reflect the diverse voices of
our discipline and our society;

« Empowering diverse perspectives and voices from our contributor community, including
those of different genders and gender identities, BIPOC scholars, those from different global
regions, those from the LGBTQIA+ community, and those of any identity community
especially those that have been historically excluded;

« Publishing research that can enhance our systemic understanding of justice and equity, and
injustice and inequity, within social and economic relations, within the built environment,
and within local, national and global communities.

As stewards of our journal, we believe that in adhering to these values and practices
centered on advancing diversity and inclusion, Research & Politics advances a better
and fuller epistemic understanding of our political life, which in turn leads to wider
social and political impacts that can help us all realize the essential aspirations of
democracy.

Access: Open Access

APC: See article processing charge information below
Accepts preprints? Yes

Identity transparency: Double anonymized

Please note that this journal is online-only and does not offer print copies.



Research & Politics is an open access, peer-reviewed journal. All accepted articles are
made freely available online immediately upon publication, are published under a
Creative Commons license, and hosted online in perpetuity.

If, after peer review, your manuscript is accepted for publication, a one-time article
processing charge (APC) is payable to cover the cost of publishing, paid by the funder,
institution, or author. There is no charge for submitting a manuscript.

The article processing charge (APC) is $1250.

The article processing charge (APC) is payable when a manuscript is accepted after
peer review, before it is published. The APC is subject to taxes where applicable. Tax-
exempt status can be indicated by providing appropriate registration numbers when
payment is requested. Please see further details on tax-exempt status here.

For general information on open access at Sage please visit the Open Access page.

Authors may be eligible for discounts to their APC via open access agreements that
Sage has with participating institutions. Discounts depend on the terms of the
agreement, find out if your institution is participating by visiting Open Access
Agreements at Sage. Eligibility is determined by the corresponding author’s affiliation
at acceptance matching an agreement.

Your article may be eligible for a full or partial waiver due to our participation in
initiatives to increase accessibility to publication across the international academic
community. More information about discounts and eligibility.

Your article must be within the scope of the journal and be of sufficient quality. If not,
it will not be reviewed. Please read the journal’'s Aims and Scope to see if your article is
appropriate.

The manuscript must be your original work, you must have the rights to the work, and

you must have obtained and be able to supply all necessary permissions for the

reproduction of any copyright works not owned by you, including figures, illustrations,
ables, lengthy quotations, or other material previously published elsewhere.
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Article types

Please visit the Sage Journal Author Gateway for guidance on producing visual and/or
video abstracts.

Research & Politics strongly encourages replication studies for publication. In addition
to the research articles published on the website, Research & Politics will be publishing
special issues.

Click here to view the Call for Proposals of Special Issues
3.1 Research Articles

The journal encourages short articles. Articles should normally not exceed 4,000
words including notes and references but excluding figures, tables and images or
any supporting material that will appear as supplemental online appendices. The
number of notes should not exceed 12. The main criterion for evaluating articles
is that they contribute to our systematic knowledge about important substantive,
theoretical, or methodological questions. Research articles can be - but are not
limited to - articles that:

« Offer new theoretical or normative arguments in a systematic way;

» Analyze original data;

» Re-analyze existing data in a novel fashion;

« Analyze systematically current events;

« Make predictions in politics;

« Update seminal articles with new data;

» Discuss newly collected data and how these can be used to advance our knowledge about
important substantive or theoretical questions. It is important to show how this new data set
helps by analyzing and discussing an important issue from the current literature.

3.2 Replication studies

In case of replication studies, Research & Politics invites authors to consider
submitting a paper that is along the lines of one or more of the following
replication types:

Theoretical replication: The submitted article argues that the original
theoretical model is missing at least one key element. The missing element(s) are
addressed and included in the empirical analysis.

Technical replication: The submitted article identifies faults in the original
research design or analysis, thereby arguing that the original results might not
hold; and/or
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Concept replication: The submitted article questions the validity of the original
study. An alternative measurement or operationalisation is proposed which
yields different substantive results.

Once a replication study has been accepted to begin the review process, two
reviewers will be selected and the author of the original manuscript will be
notified. The author of the original study will be approached for a rejoinder,
which will be reviewed (preferably a shorter paper of 2,000 words max). The
General Editor will review the response and will decide if the response will be
published alongside the submitted replication study.

3.4 Preregistration

Research & Politics allows authors to register their studies, but this is not an
obligation. Registration might also be relevant for cases in which existing studies
are re-analyzed (ideally by collecting new data, or re-analyzing existing datasets
following closely the format of the original study), particularly of research
published in this journal. When possible, such studies are reviewed in two stages
following the Registered Reports format. In particular, the first stage of review is
conducted prior to the data being collected or, for existing datasets, before the
outcomes are observed:

. On initial submission, authors should:

o denote in the cover letter that the manuscript is a Registered Report submission and
confirm that the data do not exist, or that the outcomes have not been observed.

o include a full manuscript for the abstract, introduction, and methods without the
results and discussion sections.

o disclose that the methods contain a complete analysis plan of what is to be included in
the full article.

. If the submission passes initial review, then the authors will receive an in-principle
acceptance prior to data collection or analysis of the outcomes.

. For the second stage of review, authors submit a complete manuscript. Reviewers assess
the extent to which the authors followed the preregistered design and/or analysis
plan, and evaluate non-outcome relevant criteria (e.g., manipulation checks) to
confirm whether the research was an effective test of the research question.

3.5 Special Issues

Research & Politics may publish special issues. In the format of this journal, a
special issue is a bundle of closely related research papers on a specific topic.
Special issues are important to provide a platform for debate, highlighting
different perspectives, approaches or methods that can be used to understand
important issues in our field.
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When published, these articles will be linked on our website, making clear that
these focus on a specific topic. Furthermore, there is flexibility, within the
possibilities of online-only publishing, to develop new modes of presenting these
articles on our website.

The journal will open once per year a call for special issues, typically in Spring.
The call will be announced on our website as well as Twitter channel. Important
criteria to develop a special issue that fits with the overall mission of the journal
and whether the papers as a set stimulate discussion in our field.

For more information about a proposal, please see our guidelines below.

After acceptance, the Guest Editor as well as one of the Research & Politics
Editors will guide the special issue. The same procedures and guidelines apply as
for research articles for the review process or any other issues arising.

Special Issue Guidelines:
A proposal for a special issue includes the following elements:

1. Name and affiliation of the proposed Guest Editor who is willing to serve next
to one of our R&P Editors as Associate Editor for the special issue. There can be a
maximum of three Guest Editors involved in making a special issue.

2. Short CV of the proposed Guest Editor including major publications and
editorial experience.

3. Description of the main topic and focus of the special issue embedded in the
current literature of this topic.

4. A motivation for why a special issue would be relevant to our readers, and to
what extent the special issue will promote novel findings and new insights. There
should also be a brief motivation for why a special issue would be a better way of
presenting these findings and insights needs to be included.

5. List of papers to be included with full author information, including their
affiliation and a clear and informative abstract.

6. A clarification about how these papers stimulate discussion but indicating how
these papers highlight different perspectives, approaches or methods that can
be used to understand the topic at hand.

7. Indication of the time-frame of submission and when papers will be ready to
be submitted.

Proposals will be discussed by the Editors, who decide on whether they favor a
specific proposal.

Other important guidelines:



1. If the initial proposal is accepted, the Editors will ask for a more detailed
proposal, in which also more information is shared about authors and their
possible papers, the time-line and some other more operational issues. At this
stage also possible comments from the Editors of R&P need to be included in the
proposal.

2. The Guest Editor will work closely with our Editorial Office and one of our
Editors. Each Special Issue will be assigned an Editor of Research and Politics. The
Guest Editor will serve as an Associate Editor. The R&P Editor will need to
approve all decisions recommended by the Guest Editor.

3. Reviewing will be done according to the R&P policy and submission rules.
Furthermore, Guest Editor is expected to adhere to the R&P editorial policy as
well as the reviewing process including turnaround times.

4. It is R&P policy that a Guest Editor does not submit her/his own paper for
consideration in the special issue at hand.

5. The Editors of R&P reserve the right to reject a contribution to the special
issue, even after the review stage, if it is not of acceptable standard.

3.6 Rejoinders and comments

1. Comments on an article published in R&P or elsewhere

If there is a paper reacting to an article published in R&P or elsewhere, the
author(s) of the original article is/are invited to consider a comment. The
author(s) will be informed the moment the reacting paper is received. However,
the author will not be a formal reviewer or directly determine the decision
whether to publish.

If the author(s) of the original paper decide(s) to submit a response, this is also
reviewed as it needs to meet scientific standards and contain sufficiently
interesting material to merit publication. Upon publication of a respose, the
discussion is closed. Any further discussion must be done elsewhere.

2. Secondary or replication work on previous research

In the case of secondary or replication work on previous research, the submitted
article will be regarded as an original contribution (Article). Unless it is explicitly
addresses the methodological issues with the original paper and replication, the
work will be treated as a new submission. If the replication concerns a specific
paper, the authors of the work discussed are informed and invited to comment
(see our policy under point 1).

If the article concerns a specific literature, scholars in that field are not informed.
In that case we will follow the following procedure:



i. When a comment from the author(sP whose work is being discussed is
received, the comment is reviewed and send to the authors of the original
contribution with the invitation to respond.

ii. This comment (Comment 1) may be published after reviewing. If the author of
the original contribution would like to respond, we review this Comment 2. The
commenting author as well as the authors of the original article can comment
during reviewing but they are not included in a decision about the paper. When
published the discussion will be closed.

iii. Furhter discussion can be done elsewhere. Only Article, Comment 1 and
Comment 2 are published.

IMPORTANT: Comments must be scholarly, understandable to outsiders, and of
sufficient general interest to merit publication. Research & Politics reserves the
right to make editorial suggestions and reject if we cannot reach agreement.

Formatting your manuscript
Accepted file types

The preferred format for your manuscript is Word. You do not need to follow a
template, but please ensure your heading levels are clear, and the sections clearly
defined.

The LaTeX files are also accepted. A LaTeX template is available on the Sage Journal
Author Gateway.

Your article title, keywords, and abstract all contribute to its position in search
engine results, directly affecting the number of people who see your work. For
details of what you can do to influence this, visit How to help readers find your
article online.

Title

Your manuscript’s title should be concise, descriptive, unambiguous, accurate, and
reflect the precise contents of the manuscript. A descriptive title that includes the
topic of the manuscript makes an article more findable in the major indexing services.

Abstract

Please include an unstructured abstract of 200 words between the title and main body
of your manuscript that concisely states the purpose of the research, major findings,
nd conclusions. If your research includes clinical trials, the trial registry name and
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URL, and registration number must be included at the end of the abstract.
Submissions that do not meet this requirement will not be considered.

For clinical trials, the trial registry name and URL, and registration number must be
included at the end of the abstract.

Keywords

Please include a minimum of 6 keywords, listed after the abstract. Keywords should be
as specific as possible to the research topic.

Artwork, figures, and other graphics

For guidance on the preparation of illustrations, pictures, and graphs in electronic
format, please read Sage’s artwork guidelines.

Figures supplied in color will appear in color online.

Please ensure that you have obtained any necessary permission from copyright
holders for reproducing any illustrations, tables, figures, or lengthy quotations
previously published elsewhere. For further information including guidance on fair
dealing for criticism and review, please see the Frequently Asked Questions page on
the Sage Journal Author Gateway.

Title page

To ensure fair and anonymous peer review, your manuscript must be fully
anonymized. Please ensure any identifying information is removed from the main
manuscript document and included on the Title Page instead. Do not include any
author names in the manuscript file name and remove names from headers and
footers. This version of the manuscript will be sent to the peer reviewers. The Title
Page will not be sent to peer reviewers. See the Sage Journal Author Gateway for
detailed guidance on making an anonymous submission.

The Title Page should include:

« Article title
« The full list of authors including names and affiliations of each
o The listed affiliation should be the institution where the research was conducted. If
an author has moved to a new institution since completing the research, the new
affiliation can be included in a note at the end of the manuscript — please indicate this
on the title page.
o All persons eligible for authorship must be included at the time of submission
(please see the authorship section for more information).
« Contact information for the corresponding author: name, institutional address, phone, email
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« Acknowledgments section

« Declaration of conflicting interest

« Funding statement

 Ethical approval and informed consent statements

« Data availability statement

« Any other identifying information related to the authors and/or their institutions, funders,
approval committees, etc, that might compromise anonymity.

Acknowledgments

If you are including an Acknowledgements section, this will be published at the end of
your article. The Acknowledgments section should include all contributors who do not
meet the criteria for authorship. Per ICMJE recommendations, it is best practice to

obtain consent from non-author contributors who you are acknowledging in your
manuscript.

Writing assistance and third party submissions: if you have received any writing or
editing assistance from a third-party, for example a specialist communications
company, this must be clearly stated in the Acknowledgements section and in the
covering letter. Please see the Sage Author Gateway for what information to include in

your Acknowledgements section. If your submission is being made on your behalf by
someone who is not listed as an author, for example the third-party who provided
writing/editing assistance, you must state this in the Acknowledgements and also in
your covering letter. Please note that the journal editor reserves the right to not
consider submissions made by a third party rather than by the author/s
themselves.

Statements and declarations

To ensure proper anonymization, please include a section with the heading
‘Statements and Declarations’ on your title page, after the Acknowledgements section
[and Author Contributions section if applicable] including each of the sub-headings
listed below. If a declaration is not applicable to your submission, you must still
include the heading and state ‘Not applicable’ underneath. Please note that you may
be asked to justify why a declaration was not applicable to your submission by the
Editorial Office. This information will be added to the end of your published paper.

Ethical considerations

Please include your ethics approval statements under this heading, even if you have
already included ethics approval information in your methods section. If ethical
pproval was not required, you need to explicitly state this. You can find information
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on what to say in your ethical statements as well as example statements on our
Publication ethics and research integrity policies page.

All papers reporting studies involving human participants, human data or human
tissue must state that the relevant Ethics Committee or Institutional Review Board
approved the study, or waived the requirement for approval, providing the full name
and institution of the review committee in addition to the approval number. If
applicable, please also include this information in the Methods section of your
manuscript.

Consent to participate

Please include any participant consent information under this heading and state
whether informed consent to participate was written or verbal. If the requirement for
informed consent to participate has been waived by the relevant Ethics Committee or
Institutional Review Board (i.e. where it has been deemed that consent would be
impossible or impracticable to obtain), please state this. If this is not applicable to your
manuscript, please state ‘Not applicable’ in this section. More information and
example statements can be found on our Publication ethics and research integrity
policies page.

Consent for publication

Submissions containing any data from an individual person (including individual
details, images or videos) must include a statement confirming that informed consent
for publication was provided by the participant(s) or a legally authorized
representative. Non-essential identifying details should be omitted. Please do not
submit the participant’s actual written informed consent with your article, as this in
itself breaches the patient’s confidentiality. The Journal requests that you confirm to
us, in writing, that you have obtained written informed consent to publish but the
written consent itself should be held by the authors/investigators themselves, for
example in a patient’s hospital record. The confirmatory letter may be uploaded with
your submission as a separate file in addition to the statement confirming that
consent to publish was obtained within the manuscript text. If this is not applicable to
your manuscript, please state ‘Not applicable’ in this section.

Declaration of conflicting interest

The journal requires a declaration of conflicting interests from all authors so that a

statement can be included in your article. For guidance on conflict of interest

statements, see our policy on conflicting interest declarations and the ICMJE
ecommendations.
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If no conflict exists, your statement should read: ‘The author(s) declared no potential
conflicts of interest with respect to the research, authorship, and/or publication of this
article’.

Funding statement

All articles need to include a funding statement, under a separate heading, even if you
did not receive funding. You'll find guidance and examples on our Funding page.

Data availability

The Journal is committed to facilitating openness, transparency and reproducibility of
research, and has the following research data sharing policy. For more information,
including FAQs please visit the Sage Research Data policy pages.

As a condition of publication authors are required to:

Share your research data in a relevant public data repository
Include a data availability statement. This should:
o Indicate if data is available and shared
o In certain cases, indicate if research data is available but not shared, and why. If you
cannot share your data and this is a requirement of publication, consult the journal
editorial office.
o Indicate if there is an absence of data
Cite data in your research.
Exceptions may exist for restricted-access source data, but the editorial team must be
notified of said restriction at time of submission to consider whether an exception to the
current data policy of RAP (above) will be granted. Exceptions in other cases may be granted
but again authors must notify the editors at time of submission and give specific reasons for
why data cannot or should not be shared. The Journal’s requirement for data availability
means that the Journal’s predisposition will be against such exceptions unless duly

warranted.

Research & Politics complies with the Data Access and Research Transparency (DA-
RT)statement and TOP Guidelines and, as such, endorses policies requiring authors to make
as accessible as possible the empirical foundation and logic of inquiry of evidence-based
research. Contributions based on qualitative and quantitative data must be well
documented and, if data is collected by the author, well described.

Research & Politics requires authors to delineate clearly the design and analytic procedures
upon which their published claims rely. Authors have to identify and disclose the types and
key aspects of the research design to every extent possible. Please see the Publication Types

‘olicy for the different types of replication studies. The information will be sent to reviewers,
revised alongside the paper in every round and published alongside the paper (as appendix
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or online supplement).If such materials are not published with the article, they must be
shared to the greatest extent possible through a digital repository.

Authors have to use data citation practices that identify a dataset’s author(s), title, date,
version, and a persistent identifier ,for example a Digital Object identifier (DOI). In sum, we
will require authors who base their claims on data created by others to reference and cite
those data as an intellectual product of value.

It is Research & Politics' policy that authors submit detailed information on empirical
analysis alongside their written article. Authors should upload at leastthe first four files
listed below when they submit their article.

data set

« syntax file(s) from the software that has been used for the analysis;

« explanatory memo: explaining enclosed files/material and their content including help with regard
to the analysis, which is important when non-standard techniques have been used; this may also
apply to qualitative work; also some information on the software used for the analysis, including
its version, is required;

« log file(s): output with results from the software that has been used for the analysis;

Additional data analysis, including robustness analyses

Authors must provide a separate readme PDF listing all included files and documenting the
purpose and format of each file provided, as well as instructing a user on how the
replication can be conducted.

Making datasets publicly available is also a policy of Research & Politics. Authors should
ensure that data is available at the time of publication through a recognised third party
data repository and will be prompted to upload their data to Dataverse on acceptance of
their article. The manuscript will not be moved through to Production until data is
uploaded to a third party data repository and the link has been provided as instructed on
acceptance. If cited data is restricted (e.g. classified, require confidentiality protections,
were obtained under a non-disclosure agreement, or have inherent logistical constraints),
authors must notify the editor at the time of submission. The editor shall have full
discretion to follow their journal’s policy on restricted data, including declining to review the
manuscript of granting an exemption with or without conditions. The editor shall inform
the author of this decision prior to review.

It is the responsibility of the author to make their data available via third party repository.
It is preferred that data is uploaded to the Research & Politics Dataversesite, but other
-usted digital repositories can be found below:



https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/researchandpolitics

« DRYAD*

» FigShare

e The Open Science Framework

*Note that there is a charge for using this service.

Please make sure that your data does not contain variables with personal identifying
information (Pll), particularly IP Addresses and location georeferences, among others. Such
data may not be published in a public archive.

Research & Politics also requires authors to delineate clearly the analytic procedures upon
which their published claims rely, and where possible provide access to all relevant analytic
materials. If such materials are not published with the article, they must be shared to the
greatest extent possible through a digital repository (above).

Research & Politics encourages authors to use data citation practices that identify a
dataset’s author(s), title, date, version, and a persistent identifier. In sum, we will require
authors who base their claims on data created by others to reference and cite those data as
an intellectual product of value.

Researchers conducting experimental studies are encouraged to consider pre-registering
their research design in advance with an established registry, for example egap (Evidence in
Governance and Politics, see http://egap.org/content/registration).

Preregistration of Studies and Analysis Plans

Research & Politics also publishes papers where authors indicate the conducted research
was preregistered with an analysis plan in an independent, institutional registry

(e.g., http://clinicaltrials.gov/, https://socialscienceregistry.org/, http://openscienceframework.
org/, http://egap.org/design-registration/, http://ridie.3ieimpact.org/). Preregistration of
studies involves registering the study design, variables, and treatment conditions. Including

an analysis plan involves specification of sequence of analyses or the statistical model that
will be reported.

For preregistered studies, the following requirements apply:

1. Authors must, in acknowledgments or the first footnote, indicate that research was preregistered
in an independent, institutional registry (with name and link to its location) with an analysis plan;

1. The author must:

1. confirm in the text that the study was registered prior to conducting the research with links to the
time-stamped preregistration(s) at the institutional registry, and that the preregistration adheres
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to the disclosure requirements of the institutional registry or those required for the preregistered
badge with analysis plans maintained by the Center for Open Science.

1. report all pre-registered analyses in the text, or, if there were changes in the analysis plan
following preregistration, those changes must be disclosed with explanation for the changes
clearly distinguish in text analyses that were preregistered from those that were not, such as
having separate sections in the results for confirmatory and exploratory analyses (these changes
are added as a separate document linked to the text of the main paper).

Reference style and citations

The journal follows the Sage Harvard reference style. View the Sage Harvard
guidelines to ensure your manuscript conforms.

Every in-text citation must have a corresponding citation in the reference list and vice
versa. Corresponding citations must have identical spelling and year.

Authors should update any references to preprints when a peer reviewed version is
made available, to cite the published research. Citations to preprints are otherwise
discouraged.

EndNote

If you use EndNote to manage references, you can download the Sage Harvard
EndNote output file.

Supplemental material

This Journal can host additional materials online (e.g. datasets, podcasts, videos,
images etc.) alongside the full text of the article. Your supplemental material must be
one of our accepted file types. For that list and more information please refer to our
guidelines on submitting supplemental files.
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